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WORKSHOP
Study on Europass, ECVET and EQF 

for Documentation, Validation and Certification of Learning Outcomes 
▫ Thessaloniki, 10 - 11 February 2011 ▫
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Europass

European “toolkit”

EQF

Quality ECVET
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What is it about?

EQF transparency, comparability and portability of 
acquired qualifications 

ECVET transfer, recognition and accumulation of 
learning outcomes of individuals on their way 
to achieving a qualification 

EUROPASS personal, coordinated portfolio of documents 
for achieving the transparency of 
qualifications and competences



4DG EAC B4  ∙ Erik Hess

ECVET focus
· facilitating geographical mobility
· facilitating  flexible and individualised pathways
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State of play
I. Governance and cooperation
II. Outcome 2011
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Recommendation of EP and of COUNCIL asks MS to,
“create the necessary conditions and …measures…so that as 
from 2012 – in accordance with national legislation … and on 
the basis of trials and testing – it is possible for ECVET to be 
gradually applied to VET qualifications at all levels of the EQF”
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Framework of Governance and Cooperation

European Level

ECVET Users' Group
[EC (chair), MS, SP,  
Cedefop, ETF, NAs]

Steering Committee

European ECVET Network
[EC (chair), MS, SP, 

Stakeholders, Cedefop, 
ETF, NAs]

Member States

Secretariat
ECVET Team 

Network
NAs

LLP projects

European 
Commission

ACVT
DGVT

Consortium:
• l’Association Nationale 

pour la Formation 
Automobile

• la Chambre de Commerce 
et d’Industrie de Paris

• le Ministère Français de 
l’Education Nationale
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current challenges
a) Quality assured implementation
b) Europass to properly contain information
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Ad a)
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communality EQF - ECVET: learning outcomes 
(“paradigm shift”)

Statements of what a learner knows, understands 
and is able to do on completion of a learning 
process and which are defined in terms of 
knowledge, skills and competence 
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ECVET — PRINCIPLES:
• description of qualifications in terms of units of learning 

outcomes (LO) with associated points 
• transfer – recognition - accumulation of LO

role of quality:
Procedures for
• describing qualifications in terms of units of LO 

(design,number, size, points allocated) 
• their assessment - validation – recognition 
ask for
• understandable set of rules, indicators, criteria or 

even maybe standards 
to generate mutual trust
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Ad b)
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Food for thought:

• Europass is a success story ( a “brand”)

• As for learning outcomes: Modification required

• Europass CV – no reason to change much

• Diploma Supplement, Certificate Supplement 
mirror institutional and qualification arrangements 
- no reason to change as such

(but still, learning outcomes in DS not yet common)
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... for thought:
• skills passport “stretches” Europass Mobility

it covers also domestic area
includes non formally acquired skills, learning 
experiences, informally gained skills and/or 
competences that are not a formal part of a 
qualification
may contribute to validation
could take up the Europass Mobility - but still 
allow highlighting the mobility dimension 
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Links
DG EAC: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture

ECVET pilot projects (specific calls LdV 2008 & 2010):
http://www.ecvet-projects.eu

ECVET Team: www.ecvet-team.eu
ECVET Magazine: accessible from the websites
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Thank you
for your attention !

contact:
Erik Hess
Policy Officer - European Credit System for Vocational
Education and Training (ECVET)
European Commission - DG EAC B-4
Phone: +32-2-29.58824 
Email: Erik.HESS@ec.europa.eu


